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News Re port

Fentanyl-Laced Letters Mailed To
Election Offices; Five States Hit
Inbound Mail Centers Need To
Be On Guard With New Ways
To Detect and Contain Fentanyl

WASHINGTON, DC — Au thor i ties were
hunt ing for who ever sent sus pi cious let -
ters — in clud ing some con tain ing
fentanyl — to elec tions of fices in at least
five states dur ing elec tion week, de lay -
ing the count ing of bal lots in some lo cal
races in the lat est in stance of threats
faced by elec tion work ers around the
coun try, the As so ci ated Press re ports.

The let ters were sent to elec tions of -
fices in Geor gia, Ne vada, Cal i for nia, Or -
e gon and Wash ing ton.

Four of the let ters con tained fentanyl,
the FBI and U.S. Postal In spec tion Ser -
vice re ported in a state ment to elec tions
officials Thursday.

“Law en force ment is work ing dil i -
gently to in ter cept any ad di tional let ters
be fore they are de liv ered,” the state ment
said.

Emer gency and law en force ment agen -
cies re spond to a pos si ble hazmat sit u a -
tion at the King County Elec tions of fice
in Renton, Wash., Wednes day, Nov. 8,
2023. 

Four county elec tions of fices in Wash -
ing ton state were evac u ated Wednes day
af ter they re ceived en ve lopes con tain ing
sus pi cious pow ders — in clud ing two
that field-tested pos i tive for fentanyl —
while work ers were pro cess ing bal lots
from Tues day’s election ... (click to read
more)

De tect ing, Con tain ing Threats
For tu nately, some of the tainted let ters

were in ter cepted by the Postal Ser vice
be fore they ar rived, the AP re ports. 

But what hap pens when let ters make it
into the mailroom? What can in bound
op er a tions do to min i mize threats and
de tect tainted mat ter?

To find out, we asked Elric Saaski, CEO, 
Re search In ter na tional Inc. for his per -
spec tive on con tain ing the fentanyl threat.

His com pany spe cial izes in in bound se cu -
rity with ad vanced sys tems to iden tify
con tam i nated mail and pack ages. 

In 1990, Mr. Saaski ini ti ated his third
start-up com pany, Re search In ter na -
tional. Un der his di rec tion an in no va tive
line of coun ter-ter ror ism prod ucts have
been de vel oped that are sold world wide.
Con cur rently, Re search In ter na tional has
de vel oped and li censed tech nol o gies to
third par ties in clud ing a ro botic
biodetector, sev eral micromachined drug
de liv ery de vices, and a can cer ther apy.

Mr. Saaski has built an im pres sive re -
cord of con cep tu al iz ing and de liv er ing
in no va tive hard ware for med i cal, in dus -

trial, and mil i tary ap pli ca tions. His en gi -
neer ing ca reer in cludes de vel op ing de -
vices for the Alaska pipe line, for
sat el lites, and med i cal equip ment. He
pre sented at MAILCOM 2023 At lan tic
City the ses sion "Advancements in Mail
Screening".

MAIL:  Fentanyl is a se ri ous con cern
in mail and of fice op er a tions. How is Re -
search ad dress ing fentanyl de tec tion?

SAASKI: Re search In ter na tional is
ad dress ing the fentanyl sit u a tion in sev -
eral ways. We are transitioning our op -
tics-based aero sol threat de tec tion
prod ucts from op er a tion at 365nm to
280nm.  While both ex ci ta tion wave -

Re search In ter na tional CEO Elric Saaski mea sures RPM on a Tritek mail sort ing test bed
mod i fied to sup port high-speed aero sol threat de tec tion.
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lengths are good for de tect ing bioaerosol 
threats,  280nm is a sweet spot for ex cit -
ing flu o res cence from a wide range of il -
licit drugs that are used to cut fentanyl. 
While still at the lab stage, we are also in -
ves ti gat ing spec tro scopic meth ods of
rap idly de tect ing small lev els of fentanyl 
aero sols di rectly.  This is in com bi na tion

with new ap proaches for in ter ro gat ing
flats and boxes that more ef fec tively ex -
tract and con cen trate aero sols. 

MAIL:  Are there any sys tems to de tect 
fentanyl and other le thal drugs?

SAASKI:  Yes, there are pri mar ily
three in stru ment-based ap proaches that
have ap pli ca tion to mail op er a tions.  An

is sue with de tect ing fentanyl is that the
va por pres sure is very low and tra di -
tional gas-phase meth ods such as mass
spec trom e try and ion mo bil ity spec trom -
e try (IMS) need to vol a til ize sam ples
first us ing a pre-heater.  Sys tems so
equipped are on the mar ket and  can de -
tect and iden tify fentanyl vari ants.  For
white pow der anal y sis, sev eral raman
spec tro scopic in stru ments can de tect and 
quan tify fentanyl vari ants and mix tures
of them with cut ting agents. 

MAIL:   What vul ner a bil i ties do mail
and of fice op er a tions face with in bound
mail/pack ages.

SAASKI:  Very small aero sol quan -
ti ties can cre ate ill ef fects. The le thal
dose for fentanyl is in the range of only
2 mil li grams and carfentanyl is about
100X more po tent.  As a ref er ence, the
le thal dose for ricin is about 50 mil li -
grams. Sig nif i cant  prob lems in this
con text in clude the fact that stan dard
en ve lopes and boxes can be quite
leaky, mail han dling equip ment can
en cour age the dis charge of aero sols,
and a typ i cal  aero sol par ti cle of 2-3
mi crons di am e ter can lin ger in the air
for an hour or more.  

MAIL:  What is the one piece of ad vice 
you would give to mail/of fice/fa cil ity
man ag ers when it co mes to in bound se -
cu rity?

SAASKI:  If at all pos si ble,  min i mize
the re lease and dis persal of aero sols dur -
ing mail han dling.  

MAIL:  What is your fu ture fore cast
for in bound se cu rity?

SAASKI:  We and our part ners in the
mail pro cess ing busi ness are fo cus ing on 
meth ods for do ing aero sol con tain ment,
mon i tor ing and de tec tion in real-time.  
With bi o log i cal and chem i cal  threats it
is not ac cept able to pro vide a warn ing 
on an hourly or daily ba sis-  ac tion needs
to be taken ei ther prior to or at the time of 
po ten tial aero sol re lease. 

In ad di tion, iso la tion of mail pro cess -
ing us ing a neg a tive pres sure room will
be come in creas ingly im por tant for pre -
vent ing these le thal air borne agents from 
mi grat ing and af fect ing per son nel not di -
rectly in volved in mail han dling. 

(To reach Elric Saaski, call
1-360-805-4930 or 1-703-625-8381.
Or, email info@resrchintl.com. Visit Re -
search In ter na tional on line at
resrchintl.com.)

Is Your Mailroom Protected?
Yes, With Tritek Threat Detect
WASHINGTON, DC -- In 2002 Tritek be gan work with the U.S. State De part ment 

to se curely pro cess in com ing mail. Mail had be come weaponized with the An -
thrax mail at tacks af ter 9/11 and gov ern ment needed to take pre cau tions.

Fast for ward to to day and Tritek of fers gov ern ment and cor po rate mail cen ters
ad vanced se cu rity sys tems called Tritek Threat De tect. Tritek sort ers are
equipped with cam era sys tems tied into de tec tion units, so when tainted mail
goes through the sys tem the ex act piece can be rap idly iden ti fied.

Tritek Threat De tect fea tures a Bio-Check Feeder, an ad vanced sys tem from an
ear lier de sign vari ant tested and cer ti fied at U.S. Army Aberdeen Prov ing Ground's
Edgewood Chem i cal Bi o log i cal Cen ter. With au to matic mailpiece feed ing and
singulating, the sorter achieves through put up to 20K pieces per hour.

The Bio-Check
Feeder fea tures a
pinch point that forces 
air out of mailpiece
for col lec tion by
bio-check sam pling
sys tem. The Sam pling 
Cham ber pro cesses
sampled air to the de -
tec tion unit and re turn
to HEPA fil ter. The
sys tem detects bi o log -
i cal par ti cles with
clean air dis charge

flow through the HEPA fil ter.
The Reader and Printer Mod ule fea tures image OCR and sus pi cious cri te ria de tec -

tion and  high res o lu tion im age cap ture. It also fea tures:
• Mail Piece Di men sion Range
• Store im ages as tiff, jpeg, or pdf for mat ting as color or grayscale im ages
• Im ages pre sented within range of con tam i nated mailpiece for in ves ti ga tion
• Screened mail printed with high res o lu tion in di cia and time/date stamp
The Sort ing and Stack ing Mod ule fea tures:
• Me dia ca pa bil i ties in clude post cards, let ter mail, and flats
• Sin gle sided left side ma chine
• For op ti mized lay out (against wall)
• Re quires op er a tor on only one side of ma chine
• Bulk se quen tial stack ing pat tern for cross-con tam i na tion iso la tion

Tritek field-proven tech nol ogy pro cesses all types of mail - post cards, let ters,
flats, news pa pers, mag a zines and poly wrap items up to 3/4” in thick ness in clud -
ing par cels. Learn more about Tritek's Threat De tect Mail Pro cess ing Equip -
ment by call ing 302-223-4065 or click www.tritek.com.
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