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Automated Package Verification (APV) System 

  
In an effort to automate, streamline, and create a better customer experience, the US Postal Service is 
currently investing in and deploying a new Automated Package Verification (APV) system that will assess 
and validate postage in an automated method.  
  
In the Federal Register Notice (FRN) Vol. 81, No. 172, on pages 61159-61160, dated September 6, 2016, 
a proposed rule introduces additional changes with regard to revenue assurance. If adopted, the clarifying 
changes would be implemented on March 20, 2017. 
  
USPS is proposing these revisions to § 501.16 PC Postage Payment Methodology to clarify who must 
comply with the terms. We encourage all customers who use the PC Postage payment method to read 
the FRN proposal and submit comments on or before October 6, 2016.    
  
The Federal Register Notice can be found in its entirety at https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-09-
06/pdf/2016-21258.pdf 
  
The entire Automated Package Verification System Standard Operating Procedure can be accessed 
by clicking the hyperlink or pasting 
https://ribbs.usps.gov/apvs/documents/tech_guides/APV_SOP.pdf  into your browser. 
  
Note:  Customers who use methods of postage payment other than PC Postage are not affected by this 
FRN at this time. 

  
  

New Tools Help Provide More Accurate and Timely Mail Delivery 

  
The Postal Service has made changes to the Delivery Point Validation (DPV) and Delivery Sequence File 
(DSF2) products to now include new tables called Door Not Accessible (DNA) and No Secure Location 
(NSL). 
  
The DNA table assists mailers by identifying addresses where carriers cannot knock on a door for mail 
delivery. Examples include situations where carriers cannot physically access a residence or building 
such as a rural/highway contract route (HCR), long driveway, or gated residence. 
  
The NSL table identifies locations where there is no security. For instance, carriers can access the door, 
but cannot leave a package due to security concerns. Additionally, it lets mailers know locations where 
businesses are closed on certain days or are storefronts with no mail receptacles. This helps mailers 
know whether or not mail is deliverable to these locations.   
  

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-09-06/pdf/2016-21258.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-09-06/pdf/2016-21258.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-09-06/pdf/2016-21258.pdf
https://ribbs.usps.gov/apvs/documents/tech_guides/APV_SOP.pdf
https://ribbs.usps.gov/apvs/documents/tech_guides/APV_SOP.pdf


The DNA and NSL tables are currently available in the DPV and DSF2 Hash Products.  
  
If you need more information, contact the National Customer Support Center Licensing Department at 
800-589-5766 or ncoalink@usps.gov. 
  
  

Priority Mail Flat Rate Precious Cargo Boxes Offer More Secure 
Shipping Options 

  
New Flat Rate boxes are designed to help business customers ship valuable items, such as laptops, 
tablets, or cellular phones more securely. 
                                                  
The Postal Service is introducing three new Priority Mail Flat Rate Precious Cargo Boxes to allow 
customers to ship their valuable items (precious cargo) in a secure and reliable manner. 
  
A pilot test began on September 1, 2016 and will last for approximately six months. During the pilot, the 
boxes can only be purchased on the Postal Store, located at https://store.usps.com/store. Further 
availability will be determined after the pilot test has been completed. 
  
Customers using the new Priority Mail Flat Rate Precious Cargo Boxes will be charged Priority Mail Flat 
Rate postage. However, the cost of the boxes will be an additional $6.99 for the small box, $12.99 for the 
medium box, and $15.99 for the large box. 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
These boxes cannot be used for 
damaged or defective “recalled” 
devices unless specifically approved 
by USPS Manager, Product 
Classification.  If you have any 
questions, please contact 
ShippingServices@usps.gov.  
  
  

Images of the Priority Mail Flat Rate Precious Cargo Boxes™ 
  

Description Inner Dimensions 
(Inches) 

Outer Dimensions 
(Inches) 

SFRBPC3  - 
(Cell phone 
box) (Small 
Flat Rate) 

73/8 x 41/2 x 13/8 73/4 X 51/4 X 11/2 

FRB1PC2 - 
(Tablet 
box)  (Medium 
Flat Rate) 

113/4 X 111/4 X 2 5/8 121/2 X 113/8 X 23/4 

FRBPC1 - 
(Laptop 
box)  (Large 
Flat Rate) 

17 X 135/8 X 3 1715/16 X 14 X 31/8 
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Information: 
  
Postal Bulletin    9-15-16         22450 
  
  
DMM Reminder:          First-Class Package Service Maximum Dimensions –  

  
The Postal Service provides a reminder that FCPS parcels must not exceed 22 inches in length 
or 18 inches in width or 15 inches in thickness. 
  

IMM Revision:             Postal Service Employee’s Acceptance of PS Form 2976-R  
See new:                     Labeling List Changes  
  
  
Additional Resources: 
  
FRN: Federal Register Notice 
PB:   Postal Bulletin 
PE:   Postal Explorer is a mailer’s resource for all information contained in the Domestic Mail Manual (DMM), 
International Mail Manual (IMM), Publication 52, Hazardous, Restricted, and Perishable Mail. 
  
  

  
Please visit us on the USPS Industry Outreach website. 

Thank you for your support of the United States Postal Service.   
--Consumer and Industry Affairs 

To subscribe or unsubscribe to Industry Alerts, please hit reply and send us your request. 
  

Privacy Notice: For information regarding our privacy policies, visit www.usps.com/privacypolicy. 
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